
BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING 

Tuesday, June 6, 2017 – 6:00 PM 

Richmond Town Hall – 1529 State Road 

 

PRESENT: Louise Maron, Chair; Andrew Fisher, Peter Cohen; Anthony Segal; John 

Olander, Agent; Fred Schubert; Phyllis LeBeau, Recording Secretary 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Review of Previous Minutes: Anthony Segal moved that The Minutes of the May 

2, 2017 meeting be accepted as read. The motion was seconded by Andrew Fisher 

and passed by unanimous vote. 

Louise Maron raised an issue with the group concerning a change in her process 

to create the agenda. She suggested that she make the decision which of the 

items she receives be included on the agenda for the Board. The Board was in 

absolute agreement that she should be free to make a judgement on each item as 

to its relative interest to Richmond and if it contains anything of importance to be 

heard by the Board and to produce the agenda accordingly. 

HMCC – Region 1 EOC Activation – Exercise – Tularemia Alert: (See attached) 

Louise made the group aware of the exercise, although this group does not 

usually attend such exercises. 

The HMCC Newsletter of May, 2017 – Contains a Jurisdictional Risk Assessment 

Survey. 

2017 Board of Health Arbovirus Coordinator Survey – This survey asks for notice 

to be made of any West Nile or Triple EEE Virus occurrence in town. Louise 

forwarded the survey to the members of the Board. She also contacted Mark 

Pruhenski, the Town Administrator, to ask for his advice on how to handle this. 

Mark advised her that he felt clearly it should be the Health Agent’s job to receive 

these warnings and to make any reports necessary. Mark will provide back-up. 

Letter in Opposition to Local Health & Environmental Preemption – Provisions in 

House Bill 1112: (See attached) The letter is in opposition to a bill now in the 

House that would preempt the decision-making ability of local Boards of Health to 



make their own laws concerning Title V or wetlands regulations. The State is 

trying to create an overriding uniform set of regulations. A discussion ensued 

which raised the issue of the sometimes-vast differences in the topography of 

various towns – State regulations are not going to be able to take those 

differences into account in any meaningful way. What is the point of having a 

local Board of Health if it has no power? The consensus was that the Board 

approve of the letter in opposition. Members of the Board will determine how 

our local House Rep plans on voting and advise him of their position. 

HHS Update: International Cyber Threat to Healthcare Organizations: Louise 

grouped together some announcements of cyber threats to be aware of. 

Situational Awareness Alert: Carfentanyl overdose deaths present in Three NE 

states: Discussion of the drug and its presence locally. It was noted that Narcan is 

effective against it. There were 60,000 deaths from opioid overdoses in 2016 and 

over 100,000 overdose deaths from legally prescribed drugs. 

Private Well Survey for Local Health-to Complete: Louise brought the form to 

John who had already completed it earlier that week.  

May 2017 MAHB Newsletter: Louise went over the articles, but found nothing of 

immediate interest to the Board. John Olander noted that we owed the MAHB 

$150.00 in annual dues, which he will warrant for payment. 

CDC Notes on Summer Picnics and Food Safety: Emilie Jarrett provided some tips 

on safe food handling for the summer picnic season from the CDC. 

Report on the Air BnB Meeting in Lenox: Tony Segal reported on his attendance 

at the recent meeting in Lenox on the future of Air BnB’s. His conclusion was that 

there will be a bill passed that will require Air BnB to collect room taxes, but that 

there is no real impact on Richmond that requires any action on the part of the 

Board of Health.   

Berkshire Opioid Abuse Training: Louise announced a scheduled training on 

blood-borne pathogens.  

BCBOHA Orientation Class: Louise announced a scheduled class. 

Agent’s Report: John Olander went over the various activities. (See attached) 



He noted that there is a new school starting at 45 Cemetery Road, The School 

Study Home, which is designed to answer the need for services for special needs 

children in North County. John is working on a food service permit for them. They 

will accommodate 4-6 children at a time for a month or two, with the intention of 

then returning them to mainstream schooling. 

Next Meeting: As the first Tuesday in July is the July 4th holiday, the next meeting 

was scheduled for Wednesday, July 5th. Phyllis LeBeau will confirm that the 

meeting room is available at that time and advise the group. 

Tom Grizzey to Report on Emergency Drills: The Board asked Louise to invite Tom 

Grizzey to either the July or August meetings. She will do so. 

 Meeting Adjourned: There being no further business before the Board, a motion 

to adjourn the meeting was seconded and passed by unanimous vote.  

 

 

 

    

 

  

 

 


